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Groce said everyone knows that most any domestic manufacturer
can't compete against the cheap labor in the overseas market and that
is why specialty markets – where quality and timely deliveries are para-
mount over the cheapest price – are taking own such an importance.

Groce said the textile center will play a greater role in helping
manufacturers capitalize on those specialty market characteristics.

"They (textile center staff) see the need and they are up to the
challenge," he said.

Groce said the center has also assisted him testing fabric performance.
That seems to be a topic with a renewed sense of urgency.
One eastern N.C. hosiery manufacturer, when informed about

the textile center's yarn testing services, said he had an issue in
which the make-up of an oversees product obviously wasn't what it
was being labeled as.

"I'm going to give them (center) a call," he said. "In fact, I may drive
down there (Belmont) tomorrow."
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ability to produce sample yarn and fibers can alleviate some of the
sampling demands on the yarn and fiber producers.

"There's a lot of down-time involved when running a small sample,"
he reminded.

Poplin said the center recently received a mini-carder from Parkdale
Mills which will become another component in the center's sample
processing equipment. He said that piece of equipment should be
operational within three to four months.

The center currently is engaged in obtaining other equipment compo-
nents of a full sample processing system. If the efforts are successful, offi-
cials expect all the components to be up and running by the end of year.

In addition to the sample processing, Perkins said another feature of
the textile center's product development capabilities is assistance pro-
vided by the center's testing labs.

The center's number of requests for testing has been growing,
she said, as many companies seek to conduct independent analysis
of testing performed by private firms.

As the market has been flooded with overseas products, Perkins
says the center's testing clientele will continue to grow as companies
seek to become more aggressive in analyzing the yarn and fabric com-
ponents to confirm what is being shipped into the U.S. as a product
with a specific makeup indeed contain those specified components.

"A lot of companies are looking at imported goods to make sure
they are what the overseas manufacturers say they are," she said.

The textile center's labs also assist companies in defect analysis, she
said. If a particular product isn't performing as it should, the center's lab
can break down the item and determine where the problem exists,
and equally important, how to correct it.

In the same area of product testing, Perkins says she sees the cen-
ter's role in testing for retailers also expanding.

Following a similar program by the Hosiery Technology Center,
Perkins said the center staff is working on developing an "Introduction
to Textiles for Retailers" in which retailers can spend a day learning
about the different components in textile industry supply chain.

The goal she said will be to forge a close alliance with retailers.
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