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North Carolina Gov. Mike Easley has joined the business and
government leaders who are asking the U.S. Department of
Commerce to impose safeguards on imports of socks from China.

Scores of executives representing hosiery companies, financial
institutions, and businesses in communities with manufacturing
operations have sent letters to Jim Leonard, chairman of the
Committee for Implementation of Textile Agreements (CITA).

Leonard, a former executive with Burlington Industries, has spo-
ken at meetings of the Carolina Hosiery Association and The
Hosiery Association. 

Gov. Easley, in his letter to Leonard, said “If given a level playing
field, North Carolina workers can compete with anyone in the
world. Unfortunately, because of unfair trade policies, our state's
manufacturing businesses and workers do not have a level playing
field  with China today.” 

The governor charged that “by manipulating its currency and
unfairly subsidizing its manufacturers, China has flooded the global
market with cheap sock, hosiery and other textile products.” He noted
that China's share of the U.S. socks import market has ballooned from

1 percent in 2001 to 21 per cent in the first quarter of 2004.
“North Carolina sock manufacturers have made some of the

most innovative technological productivity advancements in the
world and can compete  and win in a global marketplace.
However we need time to continue enhancing our capacity for
“quick turn” production and developing new markets,” he contin-
ued. “Your committee can provide us time to transition our econo-
my through a safeguard action that limits the growth in Chinese
imports to a more management 7.5 percent a year,” Easley asserted.

The governor concluded, “Without action by your committee,
thousands of additional jobs will be lost in North Carolina (and
other states) and the ripple effect will be felt in every community.
I urge your committee to provide leadership by taking the local
step of enacting those safeguards....”

Dan St. Louis, director of the Hosiery Technology Center which
prepared data for the industry petition, said dozens of business
leaders and local government officials in the Fort Payne, Alabama
area have sent letters to Leonard.

The 30-day period for public comment ended in late August.
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