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Textile center ready to help companies capitalize on new opportunities 
Now that CAFTA has passed,

North Carolina textile executives
are looking for a new round of
momentum as the doors open
for increased trade with Central
America.

“There’s no question at all that
it will improve business for
American yarn companies,” said
Allen Gant Jr., president and CEO
of Glen Raven.

Gant, who also serves as chair-
man of the National council of
Textile Organizations and who
company in June was named
winner of TextileWorld maga-
zine’s 2005 Innovation Award
With that increased business, says
the TPL clause alone in CAFTA
should double the amount of
yarn purchased by Nicaragua
over the next 18 months.

“For one yard,they have to
purchase to two,” Gant said.

Jim Harry, vice president of
Grover Industries Inc., says he
and others are optimistic as the
industry moves forward with
CAFTA in place.

“We do feel it will be a plus
for the industry as a whole,”
Harry said.

As the predictions from pro-
CAFTA textile companies are
realized, the Textile Technology
Center in Belmont is positioning
itself to help companies take
advantage of the increased man-
ufacturing activity.

Gwen Perkins, interim director
of the center, announced in late
July that the center is considering
a number of strategies to help
manufacturers take advantage of
the new opportunities.

Perkins said one of the major
changes being considered is
restructuring the fee schedule to
make it more cost effective for
manufacturers – particularly N.C.
manufacturers.

Perkins said one change that is
on the table will be to reduce
testing fees for N.. manufacturers
by as much as 50 percent.

In addition, she said the cen-
ter’s workplace training program
fees may also be restructured.

To begin the final stages of a
restructuring process that began
earlier this year, the center is
finalizing the formation of an
advisory board which will be
comprised of industry represen-
tatives across the state.The
board is expected to be in place
by September.

Perkins said proposed changes
will not be finalized until after the
advisory board gives its input. She
said the first board meeting is
expected in September.

With several million dollars
worth of testing equipment in
place at its facilities in Belmont, the
center offers textile manufacturers

an array of technical assistance
services – from defect analysis to
process improvement.

Textile equipment suppliers and
yarn and fiber manufacturers over
the years have helped equip the
center with close to $5 million
worth of equipment.Those com-
panies include Wellman Inc.,
Murata,Uster,Truetzschler,
Schlafhorst and Celanese.

New advisory board to be in place this month




