
The nine Democrats competing for their party’s presidential
nomination often find common ground, but with the trade issue
they are sometimes in warring camps.

While perhaps unrealistic,  Dennis Kucinich makes
manufacturers’ hearts beat faster when he promises to repeal
NAFTA and withdraw from the World Trade Organization on the
first day he assumes office.

But U.S. Senator Joe Lieberman of Connecticut supports
NAFTA  and other trade deals.   He believes they drove economic
expansion in the 1990s and should stay in place.

U.S. Sen. John Edwards and others have flip-flopped.

This gives other candidates--Howard Dean of Vermont, retired
Gen. Wesley Clark,  U.S. Sen. John Kerry of Massachusetts--
ample opportunity to point fingers at each other or shade their
views with evasive responses.

Trade issues have gained urgency because of mounting job
losses and the clout that labor groups play in the nominating
process.  Unions are convinced that the primary effect of
NAFTA, championed initially by President Clinton, has been

to send jobs out of the country.  President Bush’s record, they
say, is even more worrisome.

Union households play an important part in the outcome of
the Iowa caucuses.  In South Carolina, where Edwards reportedly
has a 10-point lead, there have been massive layoffs in the textiles
industry.

In 2000, Edwards voted to grant China permanent normal
trade relations and to allow it to enter the World Trade
Organization.  At the time, he expressed sympathy for the textiles
industry, but he insisted the move would help industries that
thrive on exports, namely agriculture and high-tech.

Edwards last year initially voted to grant President Bush fat-
track negotiating authority.  But he voted against the final version
of the bill,  after provisions to help laid-off workers was removed.

As a presidential candidate, Edwards is selective in sharing
his views.  In August, he told the Iowa Federation of Labor he
opposed NAFTA in his 1998 race and he touted his votes against
trade deals with Chile and Singapore. China was not mentioned.

Kerry and Dean also supported NAFTA and the deal to allow
China into the WTO.
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