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Cottons: KP, CP, Pima’s, and blends (OE and Ringspun)

Cotton/Acrylic (In Stock): Ferre Ingrain colors and bleached

Nylon & Polypropylene: Natural and ingrain colors, Aircovered yarns

Performance Yarns: Lambswool, Merino Wool, Alpaca, Mohair,

ISOLWOOL®, and ISOLFIL® Polypropylene

Novelty: Slubs, Nubs, woodblends, exotic yarns

Performance Yarns, Fibers Open Up New Markets For Hosiery Producers
continued from page 2

Wellman, Inc.
explains the benefits:
“Holofiber is optically
responsive to wavelengths of
ambient light as well as energy
produced by the body. The
mechanism involves
interaction with cells that
include the mitochondria and
influences increased oxygen
levels in body tissues. The
more readily available oxygen
results in improved
metabolism, an increase in
energy as well as faster
recovery from exertion.”

Catawba Sox is using
the fiber in hunting socks for Field and Stream which have Holofiber
pad up that goes over the ankle and through the toe area. The
manufacturer is making a diabetic sock for Etonic that will be sold
in golf and sports specialty stores. The company plans to use it in
medical socks that will go into medical specialty stores under a
private label.

A recent study done at Loyola University Medical Center
showed “an 8 to 12 percent improvement in skin profusion in
extremely high-risk patients within one hour of wearing the Holofiber
garment,” says Wellman literature.

Also for the outdoor market, Catawba Sox is making, for Field
and Stream, a Merino wool 132 needle full terry sock with superior
moisture management qualities .

ComFortrel XP is the key fiber being used by Catawba Sox for
a new line for Asics that is engineered specifically for the female foot.
Asics For Her uses the Wellman fiber to provide moisture management,
abrasion resistance and low pill in a soft handed sock for women.

“The fiber is basically like a CoolMax with soft moisture
management, but CoolMax is now in the discount stores so this offers
the consumer something new and different,” says Secrest.

Comfortrel XP is a unique copolymer design that provides superior
moisture management, good abrasion resistance and low pill as well as
better fit and shape retention. It provides improved wash fastness and
color retention and is atmospherically dyeable, according to Wellman’s
Ray Shearin.

The high performance qualities of ComFortrel XP are doing well
for Sierra Footwear which is blending cotton with the fiber for socks
for the performance athletic market and medical specialty market.

“There is still a high demand for cotton socks but on a performance
side people want the moisture transportation which ComFortrel has
and cotton doesn’t have,” says Burns.

Omara’s Sol-Fresh polyester yarn which has a silver additive for
odor-control also has done well in ski socks being marketed to specialty
stores by Sierra Footwear.

“Anything that is silver imbedded is naturally antimicrobial because
silver is naturally antimicrobial and it is permanent because the silver
is inside the fiber rather than the item being treated so it doesn’t just
last a certain number of washings. It lasts the lifetime of the garment,”
says Burns.

Moretz Sports has
always marketed its PowerSox
performance line to specialty
retailers in the athletic trade
channel and done well with it.
As merino wool has been
trickling down to the mass
market trade, the company has
found a new wool which it says
will differentiate its newest
product in the PowerSox line:
PowerSox Outdoor.

“Merino wool also is
starting to filter down in the

mass markets so we were looking for something to differentiate. And,
wool, like everything, has been improved with new ways of processing.”

Moretz will be introducing PowerSox Outdoor at the Super Show
in January in Orlando. The product line features Wool Ultra, a wool
new to the performance marketplace, according to Moretz Vice President
of Marketing Ander Horne. Moretz gets the wool from New Zealand.

“We feel it is superior to Merino wool,” explains Horne. “It is 20
percent lighter, releases moisture 30 percent faster and it more effectively
combats odor. It also reduces surface friction so it is softer and less
scratchy and it absorbs more force on wearing and lessens the likelihood
of blisters.”

PowerSox Outdoor will include a trail runner, a lite hiker, a hiker,
a backpacker, a trekking sock, a lightweight ski sock, a light weight
snowboarding sock, a heavyweight ski sock and a heavyweight
snowboarding sock and a liner.

“We also will be taking specialty shops a value range,” says Horne.
“We think our pricing structure will allow them to have a high
performance product at value pricing,” he concludes.

The PowerSox Outdoor Trail Runner sock by
Moretz features Wool Ultra from New Zealand.

ComFortrel XP is featured in a new line for
Asics socks from Catawba Sox Inc.

Asics for Her uses the Wellman yarn to provide
moisture management, abrasion resistance, and

low pill.




