CAFTA (Caribbean Area Free Trade Agreement) will be another
door for Chinese-made products to flow into the U.S. market-
place. Or it may be the key to the survival of American manufac-
turers. Take your pick.

Over the past weeks, attitudes have shifted.  First, U.S. Sen.
Elizabeth Dole (R-NC) announced she would vote for a CAFTA
treaty. She was followed by Rep. Sue Myrick (R-NC) who said her
decision was influenced by major yarn producers in her district.

Other N.C. representatives such as Rep. Howard Coble (R-NC)
who once opposed CAFTA now says he isn't sure. So does U.S.
Sen. Jeff Sessions of Alabama. And then there is U.S. Sen. Richard
Burr (R-NC) who once supported free trade who now says he
does not support CAFTA.

Southern hosiery manufacturers who produce the major share
of domestic products are split also. But the family-owned compa-
nies, with few exceptions, are opposing CAFTA on the grounds it
will become a conduit for transshipping of goods from China,
Pakistan and other Asian countries.

That point was emphasized recently when manufacturers from
North Carolina and Alabama hit the halls on Capitol Hill. Their
mission was to encourage renewal of the safeguards on socks
coming from China and to voice opposition to CAFTA.

The Fort Payne, AL contingency led by Charles Cole, president
of Alabama Footwear Inc. and chair of the Domestic
Manufacturers Committee of THA, included Jody Goggins of V.I.
Pruett Mills. Goggins said that employment over the past year has
dropped from almost 2,000 to just over 1,200 because of the
flood of cheaper socks from Asia. Also in the Alabama group was
Eddie Everett of Ben-Mar Hosiery and two representatives from
the Alabama Department of Commerce.

Two powerful voices in the North Carolina group were Darrell
Frye, vice president of Harriss&Covington Hosiery Inc., chair of the
Hosiery Governmental Affairs Council, and Bill Nichols Jr., presi-
dent of Kentucky Derby Hosiery Co., Surry County's largest
employer with over 1,500. Also from North Carolina were
Nimrod Harris, president of Pickett Hosiery; Susan Harris Moss of
Pickett; Hooper Harris, president of Lakeside Dyeing and Finishing;
Vance Richardson, president of Clayson Knitting Co.; Dennis
Martin, president of N.C. Socks Inc., Hickory; and B.J. Frye, presi-
dent of Conover Plastics Inc. a supplier of hangers for the mer-
chandising of socks.

The agenda for the day was organized by Jim Schollaert, out-
reach director for the American Manufacturing Trade Action
Committee (AMTAC). Schollaert is the Washington lobbyist for
the DMC.

(Officially, The Hosiery Association is neutral on trade issues
although its DMC is aggressively fighting open door trade
agreements).
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Mt. Pleasant

CRAFTSMANSHIP AND INTEGRITY SINCE [ 975

PRODUCTION ON S&W KNS 20260 NEEDLE COUNT

1467 North Main Street
PO Box 338
Mt Pleasant, NC 28124
704-436-9816 Fax:704-436-6562

Socks and Things
CRAFTSMANSHIP AND INTEGRITY SINCE | 975

PRODUCTION AVAILABLE ON 5" 84N CRAWFORD CONCEPT
PATTERN WORK AVAILABLE ON 5" 84N BuUSI AUTOMA

|13 23rd Street NE
Hickory, NC 28601
Phone: 828-322-1292 Fax: 828-322-5621

Cedar Valley Hosiery

GREIGE MANUFACTURERS OF QUALITY RIB AND
PATTERN HOSIERY SINCE 1979
Production available on Matec 4" 132N and 68N

3074 Deal Mill Road
Hudson, NC 28638
828-396-1804
Fax 828-396-3299

Terrell Knitting

PRODUCTION ON LONATIS, CRAWFORDS AND S&W HAw
RivER RiB132, 108, 84, 76, 72 NEEDLE COUNTS

|05 Todd Ct

PO Box 1830
Thomasville, NC 27361
Phone: 336-475-2960
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in China, told Assistant

Secretary of Commerce for Trade Agreements Jim Leonard,"If
safeguards (limiting Chinese imports) had not been in place, our
industry would be in a mess beyond comprehension."

Leonard was non-committal about the renewal of the safe-
guards which expire Nov. | of this year.

Frye said that since the limitations on Chinese imports was
reached in early May, his company has seen a major return of
business. The safeguards limited Chinese imports to 15 percent
over that over the previous year. The safeguards on socks was
approved in late October; about two weeks before the fall elec-
tions.

The delegations attended a "debate" on CAFTA scheduled by
the House Textiles Caucus chaired by Coble and John Spratt (D-
SC). AMTAC and the apparel union UNITE put forth cases
opposing CAFTA while supporters, including Asheboro Elastic
Inc., insisted it will enable companies to compete more effectively
in a global business environment.

Rep.Virginia Foxx (R-NC) who signed a pledge from the
Hosiery Council to oppose CAFTA said she did not think the
Bush administration has the votes to get it passed. Manufacturing
organizations and congressmen from Midwestern states have
announced strong opposition.

More recently, agricultural interests in Florida and other south-
ern states have come out in opposition to CAFTA.

John Moretz, president of Moretz Inc., is among the few owners
of closely-held companies to support CAFTA, saying it will pro-
tect the knitting operations in the U.S.

Warren Nichols, president of Renfro Inc., also is a proponent of
free trade.

R. Evans Hoslery

ALL U.S.A-MADE ProDUCTS
CUSTOM LOGOS AVAILABLE
WRIST AND HEADBAND ALSO AVAILABLE
Low MINIMUMS
84 AND | 08 CRAWFORDS AND ANGES

8177 Grover Evans Sr. Road
Conelly Springs, NC 28612
Phone: (828) 397-3715 Fax:(828) 397-5778
Email: evanshosiery@twave.net

Crawford Knrtting

144, 108, 96, AND 84 NEEDLE COUNTS ON LONATI
454JS, 442 AND 454G

7718 Hwy 64 East
PO. Box 1360
Ramseur, NC 27316
336-824-1065 Fax:336-824-1165
johnjrckc@hotmail.com

‘//,
P.O. Box 8829 . .

High Quality
ggeg)“;‘;gr_‘é’ggoc 27419 NEEDLES/FLAT PARTS
1-800-334-9679 to meet the challenges
FAX (336) 855-5844 of the knitting industry.

PAST PRESENT FUTURE
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REQUEST THE BEST IN HOSIERY CHEMICAL VALUE!

& CHEMICAL
=Y TECHNOLOGIES

CALL OUR SERVICE HOTLINE TODAY
[-800-847-5537
12345 STEELE CREEK ROAD CHARLOTTE, NC 28278
FAX: 704-587-4329 or CALL 704-588-8500

www.chemicaltechnologieslle.com

/

Quality Greige Hosiery 4/

Equipment Available for Production:
¥4 1/2 84N Lonati

¥4 1/2 84N Lonati El

¥4 84N Lonati Bravo

¥4 168N Lonati Bravo

¥3 1/2 132N Lonati Bravo

¥4 132N Lonati Bravo

We have been supplying

Quality Greige Goods to the Hosiery
Industry over 40 years. We produce a full
range of sizes from infant to 12-15. Rib
or Pattern in Men s & Women s Styles.

Ruppe Hosiery Inc.

P.O. Box 517

300-4 East Gold Street
kKings Mountain, NC 28086

Tel: 704-739-4537
Fax: 704-739-8150
E-Mail: ruppehosiery@carolina.rr.com

@ RUMI

Single Cylinder Sock Machines For Any Application
Fine Gauge or Heavy Gauge
Normal Terry, Sandwich Terry, Electronic Sinker Selection
6 Colors per Course Patterns
Phone: 828-403-1595 Fax: 828-437-9231
E-Mail: jlaws@hci.net
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