AT RETAIL

Classic, Colorful Dressing Boosts Retailer Activities

This spring, U.S. shoppers are thinking color. Bright colors.

Retailers who anticipated the new optimism of consumers
are enjoying the strongest spring sales in years, according to
reports that came out in April.

“There’s more in-your-face dressing. Consumers are feeling more
confident about showing off a little,” commented Todd Slater of
Lazard, a New York investment bank that tracks retail trends.

Rising gasoline prices and dwindling tax refunds could
dampen the shopping spree, Lazard warned, but the rising job
market is good news that could fuel apparel sales in discount
chains.

Same store sales for a one-year period were up a healthy
7.2 percent in March, according to an index of 49 major retail
chains compiled by Lazard. This follows the 7.3 percent gain
in February -- the best since April 2000.

Specialty stores drove the increase with average same store
sales up 9.1 percent -- ahead of the 7.1 percent for discounters,
off-price chain and warehouse clubs.

Gap, the turnaround model, had 8 percent same store
increases, with its Banana Republic up a whopping 25 percent.

Limited Brands also was red-hot with 15 percent increases,
driven by lingerie sales at Victoria's Secrets. Ann Taylor Stores also
exceeded expectations with 12 percent increases against expectations
of 7.4 percent.

Lazard said department store sales were up 6.4 percent. High
end stores including Saks and Neiman Marcus capitalized on a retro
‘50s, Grace Kelly, Chanel look, which is good news for sheer
manufacturers.

Koh!’s continued to fall behind, with basic jeans and khaki
assortments while shoppers turned to color. Same store sales were
down almost I percent.

J.C. Penney department stores racked up an I percent sales
increase with trendier more color offerings. Fashion also put Target
sales ahead of Wal-Mart stores.

Target’s increase of 7.3 percent compared to 6 percent reported
by its arch rival.

Teen stores Abercrombie & Fitch and American Eagle Qutfitters

posted strong sales, based mainly on new stores.
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Single Cylinder Sock Machines For Any Application
Fine Gauge or Heavy Gauge
Normal Terry, Sandwich Terry, Electronic Sinker Selection
6 Colors per Course Patterns
Phone: 828-403-1595 Fax: 828-437-9231
E-Mail: jlaws@hci.net

S &W Chemicals, Inc.
Catawba Color & Chemical

Textile, Industrial Bleaches
and Specialty Chemicals
PO Box 2483, Hickory, NC 28603
Ph. 828-324-6310
FAX: 828-324-0421
Toll Free: 866-324-6310

ROSELON INDUSTRIES INC.

Textured Yarns and Threads for Hosiery,

Dyed/Natural Crimped, KdK, Stretch Nylon,
Polyester and Olefin

18 South 5th Street
Quakertown, PA 18951

Phone: 336-629-9174
FAX: 215-536-7284
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PLACE YOUR ORDER TOLL FREE...

ARROW

P.0. BOX 4158 - ASHEBORO, NC 27204
FAX: 336-672-6044

E-MAIL: info@arrow-si.net
WEB SITE: www.arrow-si.net

1.800.762.8558

Southern
Colortype
Company, Inc.

Packaging & Labeling
Flexible Film, Board, Paper

Design Through Production

2527 Sdea Orve - Meshilie, TH 37204 - Plone 515-956-1631
Fax: 615 /26-2320 = EMad apuco|@bel=outh. mot

A WORLDTEX COMPANY

Regal Manufacturing

Providing America’s Hosiery
Industry with Quality Yarn Since 1956

(828) 328-5381
1-800-438-5758

Fax: (828) 328-4936

Email: info@regalmfgcoinc.com

212 12th Avenue NE
P.O. Box 2363
Hickory, NC 28603
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