
The future of the North Carolina Center for Applied
Technology in Belmont faces certain change as news of padded
courses and outside activities of the president are released.

Rep. Debbie Clary of Cleveland County, co-chair of the House
Appropriations Committee and close ally of Speaker Richard
Morgan, has stated the $1.4 million annual appropriations for
the center operations will not continue.

The most recent revelation to hit the news organizations
centered on President Jim Lemons’ perceived conflict by teaching
at UNC-Charlotte and Belmont Abbey. Lemons earned $173,000

in addition to his $105,000 annual salary, according to State
Auditor Ralph Campbell.

Earlier this year, news organizations reported the center earned
FTE credits by reporting use of classrooms with only one person,
or by civic organizations. The response in the General Assembly
has been widespread.

Shifts in the role and mission of the center could have
implications for the Hosiery Technology Center which has
capabilities for comparable services, along with Gaston Community
College, observers in Raleigh are saying.
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-- Seek out and support politicians
with backbone to stand up to retailers
and others who are pushing for more
cheaper goods from off-shore sources.

-- Educate your employees and
register them to vote.

“You don’t have to throw all the
bums out. There are good people in
Congress… and some who forget
about the people back home.”

“Can we make a difference? I
don’t know. But if we don’t do
anything, they (the free trade
proponents) will run rough-shod over
us,” Chestnutt asserted.

Chestnutt touted the candidacy
of George Moretz, Carolina Mills
Inc. chairman, who is running for
the 10th Congressional District seat.
A resident of Hickory, Moretz is
seeking to replace Cass Ballenger who
is not seeking re-election.

Moretz has campaigned to save
U.S. manufacturing jobs, while
pledging to “help President Bush
restore the American economy.”

With the demise of ATMI, a new
organization has emerged -- the
National Council of Textile
Organizations. The council’s sole
mission will be to influence
legislation on Capitol Hill.
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Belmont Center Woes May Prompt Changes




