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U.S. Customs Socks It To Importers
U.S. Customs created something of a whirlwind within the hosiery

industry recently when it stopped or delayed the entry of socks from
China, Pakistan, South Korea, Taiwan and 18 other countries as part
of a crackdown on transshipping.

The action, authorized by Janet Labuda, director of the textiles
enforcement division at Customs and Border Protection, was a response
to a letter from U.S. Reps. T Cass Ballenger of North Carolina and
Robert B. Aderholt of Alabama, both Republicans.

The letter from the congressmen complained that some countries were
mislabeling socks to gain preferential access to the U.S. market. The mislabeling
allows foreign rivals to avoid quotas and often pay lower duties.

“The future of our domestic hosiery and sock manufacturers is
extremely disadvantaged by these illegal trading practices,” the letter
said.

Miss Labuda replied to Aderholt and Ballenger that customs
officials were developing a plan that might include detaining shipments
of socks and having officers verify shipment origins by examining
paperwork. The process began Feb. 2.

Labuda said that in some cases labs would test products for fiber
content. Tests conducted by the Hosiery Technology Center in Hickory
NC showed that some imported socks are not constructed of fibers
listed on the label. The federally-sponsored lab tests are reportedly
aimed at China, South Korea, Taiwan and Pakistan.

The loudest complaints came from importers who buy directly
from Asia and who have no manufacturing capabilities. These groups,

including some retailers, said the action
is “pure politics.”
     “It’s a politically motivated effort
in an election year to try to take on
importers,” said Julia Hughes, vice
president for international trade for the
U.S. Association of Importers of Textiles
and Apparel.
     Some U.S. hosiery companies
experienced delays in receiving
outsourced goods and complained to
the Hosiery Technology Center. “I just
told them I tested socks for a company
that filed the complaint,” said Dan St.
Louis, managing director.
     St. Louis said the volume for testing
has accelerated dramatically since the
U.S. Customs started its borders
checking.

THA Meeting To Include
Global, Legislative Issues
     Participants at the 99th annual
meeting and convention of The Hosiery
Association April 29 - May 2 will learn
more about global trends and sourcing
of products outside the United States.
     The Grand Hotel Marriott Resort
on Alabama’s Gulf Coast will be the
site for the convention that will include
industry presentations, workshops and
social events for networking.
     The opening session on Friday, April
30, will feature Grant Aldonas,
Undersecretary for Commerce, and Mary
Vane, director of International Trade and
Business Development for Invista. Both
will speak to the legislative landscape for
the hosiery industry at the national level,
including trade agreements and
enforcement of those agreements.
     A breakout session sponsored by
THA’s Global Committee will feature
hosiery manufacturers from Pakistan,
Mexico and Canada, with Bill Sheely,
vice president of Gold Toe Brands as
moderator.
     A Saturday breakout session
sponsored by the THA Domestic
Manufacturers Committee will feature
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