
products. Cooley says the department routinely churns out 50
samples a week.

For the hosiery production, Wells utilizes 138 Lonati
machines and has entered into a joint venture with Acme-
McCrary for the use of 65 Santoni machines that produce a line
of seamless products.

Hosiery Technology Center (HTC) representatives say Wells
Hosiery’s ability to use its machinery for maximum flexibility is
indicative of today’s successful hosiery operation.

Dean Allred, HTC outreach coordinator who is based at
Randolph Community College in Asheboro, has worked with Wells
employees in developing a number of opportunities for products.

Wells’ willingness to broaden the scope of its hosiery manufac-
turing capabilities is a good example of putting the “whatever it
takes” philosophy to work, Allred says.

“They work as a state-
of-the-art bodywear and
apparel operation,”
Allred says.

“It’s the whole idea of
‘whatever it takes,’
which I have often heard
Ted Cooley say,” says
Allred. “Just because it
doesn’t fit into a sheer
category, that doesn’t
mean anything.”

Another aspect of the
operation that Allred
says other manufacturers
might take note of is

that same all-out 
willingness to fulfill the customers’ needs – however unique or
despite the size of the run. “Those short-run high-end products are
where the profit is at,” says Allred.

In fact Cooley, recently opening the facility to Legwear 
Trends for a tour, said the operation has no problem cranking
up the machines for runs of 500 or even 200 if that is what the
customer wants.

“Pick it, pack it and send it to the store,” said Cooley, who
began in the business as a manufacturing trainee in Burlington in
1973. He worked in sales, marketing and engineering before
eventually beginning a greige mill operation in 1983.

In addition to the company’s line of hosiery products, it was
the company’s receptiveness to new approaches that led it to
develop a partnership with G-Wheels, a Manhattan, New York-
based, women’s apparel business operated by Janie Fisher and
Gail Weaver.

NOVEMBER 2004 LEGWEAR TRENDS AND FASHIONS PAGE 7

WELLS

continued on page 10

Sandra Garner heads up the company’s cut-and-sew operation.

Wells Hosiery is a vertical hosiery operation.




