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Ingeo
So don’t be surprised

if you see it on a materi-
al description for your
new drapes, bedding
material and socks that
lists corn as a material.
(Or would that be
ingredient?)

Yes, there even are
socks being made from
corn although most are
in the development
stage at this point.

There are numerous
North Carolina yarn
manufacturers producing
Ingeo yarn, according to
Joe O’Mara, president of

O’Mara Corporation, which has an agreement with Cargill Dow  to
manufacture and distribute Ingeo in the United States. 

O’Mara said there are currently 10 to 15 yarn manufacturers in
North Carolina using Ingeo and that its applications aren’t limited
to textiles. He said a company  in Maine has began using Ingeo in
a commercial product application.

O’Mara signed the agreement to produce and sell Ingeo in the
U.S.  in February  of this year.

O’Mara says he sees vast potential in Ingeo. Not only is it an
environmental friendly alternative to synthetics, O’Mara said the
product uses no petroleum.

“It’s a tremendous alternative to some of the oil-based products
we’re using,” he said.

The Hosiery Technology Center currently is conducting tests
with Ingeo fiber in socks.

Carolina Mills in Maiden, and other yarn manufacturers, are
producing yarn made with Ingeo fibers.

The name for fiber derived from corn is actually Ingeo, a
trademark of Cargill Dow, which is a revolutionary concept that
allows man-made fibers to be derived from 100-percent renew-
able resources.

The process to make Ingeo fiber is based on the fermentation of
simple plant sugars to create a proprietary polymer that can be
spun into a fiber.

Cargill says its fiber is ideally suited for a range of textile prod-
ucts and applications where it competes with traditional fibers on a
price and performance basis.

Cargill has continued to enjoy success with the product since its
conception just a few years ago.

One yarn manufacturer that is producing yarn with Ingeo is
Carolina Mills and officials there say they see the potential for
widening markets for the products.

Rusty Copeland, product manager for specialty products, says
attests to some of the same Ingeo attributes cited by Cargill – UV
resistance, flame retardant qualities, anti-pilling, low odor retention
and stain resistance.

He says the Ingeo fibers also have a couple of negatives, such as
low breaking point and low melt point.

“It smells like Karo syrup,” Copeland says.
Copeland says the  yarn produced at Carolina Mills is being   used

is apparel fabrics, woven and knit blankets and woven upholstery.
In April 2003, Cargill announced its corn-derived fiber was going

global in teaming up with Toray Industries – one of the wold’s largest
fiber and textile producers with operations in 19 countries. 

In June of this year, Cargill announced that indoor furnishing pro-
ducer Zucchi had chosen Ingeo for its bedding systems, mattresses,
pillows and duvets.

The world is
getting greener
and so are

textile and hosiery
industries with the use
of Ingeo – a fiber
derived from the same
substance Karo syrup is
derived from.

By Brent Childers
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